
 
 

Electricity - Summer Term 

 Key Vocabulary and definitions 
Battery A container consisting of one or more cells where chemical energy is converted into 

electricity and used as a source of power 

Bulb A glass bulb which provides light by passing an electrical current through a filament  

Buzzer 
Component  

An electrical device that makes a buzzing noise and is used for signalling 

Part of a circuit, such as bulb, battery, switch, wore, buzzzer.  

Cell A device containing electrodes that is used for generating current 

Circuit A complete and closed path around which a circulating electric current can flow 

Conductor A material or device which allows heat or electricity to pass through 

Electricity A form of energy resulting from the existence of charged particles 

Motor 
 

Switch 

A machine powered by electricity that supplies power for a vehicle or other moveable 

device 

A device for making and breaking the connection in an electric circuit 

Voltage  An electrical force that makes electricity move through a wire, measured in volts  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Knowledge 

During this science topic we will be learning: 

The brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer depends on the number and voltage of cells (which 

are also called batteries) used in a circuit. 

Bulbs and buzzers can work in different ways depending on the strength of a battery. If the battery is 

strong or has a lot of power the light bulb will be brighter or the motor will run faster or the buzzer will be 

louder. If the battery is weaker then the light form the bulb will be dimmer. These components can also 

be affected if there is more than one battery in the circuit.   

When circuits are drawn there are particular symbols that are used rather than sketches. These symbols 

are used in industry as well as schools so that everyone understands what they are discussing. 

 

Working scientifically  

We will be using test results to make predictions to set 

up further comparative and fair tests 

We will be planning different types of scientific 

enquiries to answer questions, including recognising 

and controlling variables where necessary 

We will be using scientific diagrams  

We will be reporting and presenting findings from 

enquiries, in oral and written forms such as displays 

and other presentations 

We will identifying scientific evidence that has been 

used to support or refute ideas or arguments 

 

 
 

Year 6 Spelling words must to applied throughout the topic 

attached sufficient explanation equipment 
symbol achieve apparent  system 

    
    

 

Who discovered electricity?  

Benjamin Franklin was one of the first scientists who was curious about lightning and wondered 

what its powers were. In 1752 he carried out an experiment that resulted in him receiving an 

electric shock! This proved that electricity existed and excited other scientists.  

It wasn’t until 1879 that Thomas Edison finally managed to create a lightbulb that produced a 

long lasting light so that we could use electricity.  

Circuit symbols 

 

 

 

 

 


